
Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.greenbizcheck.com 
 
 
 

Australian & New Zealand 
Government Green Funding 

Programs  
Business and Home  
 September 2009 

 
 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 2 

Australian Government Green Funding Programs  
Business and Home Environment August 2009 

 
 
 
Australian Federal Government ................................................................... 4 
Australian State and Local Governments...................................................... 6 

New South Wales.........................................................................................6 
New South Wales Local Governments ..........................................................7 

Mosman Council ....................................................................................7 
Sydney City Council...............................................................................7 
Lithgow City Council ..............................................................................8 
Yass Valley Council ................................................................................9 
Gosford/Wyong Councils ........................................................................9 
Goulburn Mulwaree Council.....................................................................9 
Eurobodalla Shire Council .......................................................................9 
Uralla Shire Council ...............................................................................9 
Shoalhaven City Council ....................................................................... 10 

Queensland............................................................................................... 10 
Queensland Local Governments ................................................................ 12 

Brisbane City Council ........................................................................... 12 
Gold Coast City Council ........................................................................ 12 
Dalby City Council ............................................................................... 13 
Ipswich City Council............................................................................. 13 
Toowoomba City Council ...................................................................... 14 

Western Australia ...................................................................................... 14 
Western Australia Local Governments........................................................ 16 

Armadale City Council .......................................................................... 16 
ACT ......................................................................................................... 16 
Northern Territory...................................................................................... 17 
Tasmania.................................................................................................. 19 

Tasmania Local Governments ................................................................... 20 
Hobart city council............................................................................... 20 

Victoria..................................................................................................... 20 
Victoria Local Governments...................................................................... 23 

Baw Baw Shire.................................................................................... 23 
Hume City Council ............................................................................... 24 
Melton Shire Council ............................................................................ 24 
Mitchel Shire Council ........................................................................... 24 
Barwon Water council .......................................................................... 25 
Mornington Peninsula Shire .................................................................. 25 

South Australia.......................................................................................... 25 
South Australia Local governments ........................................................... 27 

Adelaide city council ............................................................................ 27 
Whyalla City Council ............................................................................ 27 
City of West Torrens ............................................................................ 27 
City of Prospect................................................................................... 28 
City of Unley....................................................................................... 28 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 3 

 
 
New Zealand Federal Government ............................................................. 29 
New Zealand Regional and Local Governments .......................................... 31 

Auckland Regional Council........................................................................... 31 
Auckland Local Governments.................................................................... 33 

Auckland City ..................................................................................... 33 
Manukau City Council........................................................................... 34 
Franklin District Council........................................................................ 34 
North Shore City Council ...................................................................... 35 
Papakura District Council...................................................................... 36 
Rodney District Council ........................................................................ 36 

Waitakere City Council ............................................................................ 37 
Greater Wellington Regional Council ............................................................. 38 

Wellington Local Governments.................................................................. 40 
Hutt City Council ................................................................................. 40 
Kapiti Coast District Council .................................................................. 40 
Wellington City Council ........................................................................ 42 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 4 

Australian Federal Government 

 
¥ Energy Efficient Homes Package 

o The Australian Government's $4 billion Energy Efficient Homes package will 
install ceiling insulation in up to 2.9 million Australian homes and help up to 
420,000 households install a solar hot water system. 

o This package includes: 
 Solar Hot Water Rebate 

 The Australian Government offers a rebate of up to $1600 to 
help eligible home owners, landlords or tenants to replace their 
existing electric hot water system with a solar hot water 
system. Householders are also eligible to receive and trade 
renewable energy certificates upon installation of their solar 
hot water system. 

 Homeowner Insulation Program 
 Ceiling insulation worth up to $1,600 to all eligible Australian 

home owner-occupiers with limited or no ceiling insulation is 
available; rebate for landlords and tenants on the costs of 
insulating rental properties is also available. 

¥ Energy Efficiency Opportunities Program 
o The Energy Efficiency Opportunities program encourages businesses to 

improve their energy efficiency. The program applies to corporations in all 
sectors of the economy. The program is mandatory for businesses using more 
than 0.5 petajoules (PJ) a year. 

¥ Ethanol Production Grants (EPG) 
o Eligible Australian ethanol producers can apply for funding under the EPG 

program that supports the use of biofuels in transport. 
¥ National Rainwater and Greywater Initiative  

o The Australian Government is providing rebates of up to $500 to households 
for either:  

 The purchase and installation of a new rainwater tank which is 
connected for internal reuse of the water for toilet and/or laundry use; 
or 

 The purchase and installation of a permanent greywater treatment 
system. 

¥ Green Loans  
o The Green Loans program will assist Australian families to install solar, water 

saving, and energy efficient products.   
The Green Loans Program will provide: 

 detailed, quality Home Sustainability Assessments; and 
 access to interest free Green Loans of up to $10 000 each to make the 

changes recommended in the assessment. 
¥ Solar Credits Program 

o The Solar Credits scheme provides support for households installing small 
scale solar, wind and hydro electricity systems.   

o The 'roof-top solar' program provides cash rebates and/or renewable Energy 
Certificates to householders and owners of community buildings to install grid-
connected or stand-alone photovoltaic systems. 

¥ The Renewable Remote Power Generation Program (RRPGP) 
o The Renewable Remote Power Generation Program provided financial support 

to increase the use of renewable generation in remote parts of Australia that 
rely on diesel and other fossil fuels for electricity supply. 

o This program is currently only available to Western Australian residents.  
o RRPGP had two operational sub-programs: 

 
 

 The Residential and Medium-scale (RM) sub-program  
 Provides rebates for households, communities, not-for-profit, 

business, government and other organisation, in areas which 
are not close to the electricity grid. 

 The Renewable Energy Water Pumping (REWP) sub-program  
 Provides rebates for business, government and other 

incorporated organisation to support the installation of 
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renewable energy water pumping systems in areas which are 
not close to the electricity grid. 

o The Renewable Remote Power Generation Program is currently closed to new 
applications except in Western Australia. 

¥ Cleaner fuels grant scheme (CFGS) 
o Administrated by the Australian Taxation Office, the CFGS allow businesses 

that manufacture or import eligible cleaner fuels to register and claim for 
payments under this scheme. 

¥ Low Emissions Technology and Abatement 
o The Low Emissions Technology and Abatement (LETA) initiative is a $26.9 

million measure to reduce greenhouse gas emissions over the longer term by 
supporting the identification and implementation of cost effective abatement 
opportunities and the uptake of small scale low emission technologies in 
business, industry and local communities. 

¥ Cooperative Research Centres (CRC) Program 
o The CRC Program links researchers with industry to share knowledge on 

environmental management and ecologically sustainable development. The 
program also has industry-specific education programs. 

¥ Green Building Fund 
o The Green Building Fund ($90m over 5 years) aims to reduce the impact of 

Australia's built environment on green house gas emissions, by reducing the 
energy consumed in the operation of existing commercial office buildings. 

o The program will provide grants through two streams of activity. 
 Stream A: targets owners of existing commercial office buildings. It 

supports them to reduce their energy consumption, by retro-fitting and 
retro-commissioning of these buildings. Grants ranging from $50,000 
to $500,000 are available, for up to 50% of project costs. 

 Stream B: targets relevant industry associations. It will provide a 
limited number of grants to develop the knowledge, skills or capability 
of those involved in the operation of commercial office buildings, to 
improve energy efficiency and reduce emissions. Grants of up to 
$200,000 are available, for up to 50% of project costs. 

¥ LPG Vehicle Scheme (LPGVS) - LPG Conversions 
o Offers rebates to vehicle owners who convert their vehicles from petrol or 

diesel to LPG. 
¥ LPG Vehicle Scheme (LPGVS) - New LPG Vehicles  

o Offers rebates to vehicle owners who convert a new vehicle to LPG before first 
registration 
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Australian State and Local Governments  

New South Wales 
 
¥ Residential Rebate Program  

o This program incorporates the  
 Rainwater tank rebate: offers up to $1500 for rainwater tanks 

connected to toilets and washing machines 
 Hot water system rebate: offers up to $1200 to switch from electric to 

solar, heat pump or gas hot water systems 
 Washing machine rebate: offers $150 for buying a 4.5 star or higher 

WELS rated washing machine 
 Fridge Buyback – offers $35 to have a second fridge removed from 

your home 
¥ The Energy Efficiency for Small Business Program 

o This program is available to businesses that use up to approximately $20,000 
in electricity a year or have up to approximately 10 employees.  The program 
offers: 

 a subsidized personalized energy assessment and action plan 
 a 50% rebate of up to $5,000 for businesses that use $5,000-$20,000 

a year in electricity and $2,000 for businesses that use less than 
$5,000 a year in electricity. 

¥ The Low Income Household Refit Program  
o The Low Income Household Refit Program is now being offered to 1,000 

homes in Western Sydney as part of a pilot which began in May 2009. The 
main program will be rolled out across New South Wales later in the year.  
Every home that signs up will get a free: 

 home visit by a trained assessor to find ways to save power in your 
home 

 power saver kit to help kick-start your savings 
 power saver action plan to show you other ways to save power and 

money. 
¥ NSW Green Business Program 

o The NSW Green Business Program provides $30 million over five years for 
projects that will save water and energy in business operations in NSW. 

o Round 1 of the Green Business Program allocated $11.7 million to 24 water 
and energy projects, saving an estimated 164 million litres of drinking water 
and 36,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions a year. 

o Applications currently closed, second round offers opening shortly.  
¥ Renewable Energy Development Program 

o The Renewable Energy Development Program under the NSW Climate Change 
Fund provides $40 million over five years to support projects which are 
expected to lead to large scale greenhouse gas emission savings in NSW by: 

 demonstrating renewable energy technologies in NSW 
 supporting the early commercialization of renewable energy 

technologies in NSW. 
¥ Water and Energy Savings Funds 

o The Water and Energy Savings Funds were established in 2005 to provide 
funding for water and energy savings in NSW and complement the NSW 
Government’s requirement for certain high water and energy users and local 
councils to prepare water and energy savings action plans.  

o Incorporates: 
 Energy Savings Fund 

 Energy Savings Fund allocated $28.7 million to 50 projects, 
saving more than 200,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas 
emissions. They include: 

 energy efficiency projects 
 alternative energy generation projects 
 energy education projects 
 power factor correction projects. 

 Water Savings Fund 
 The Water Savings Fund allocated $56.8 million to 96 projects, 

saving 14.4 billion litres of potable water a year. They include: 
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 recycling projects 
 water efficiency projects 
 harvesting projects 
 groundwater projects. 

¥ Sustainability Advantage 
o Sustainability Advantage is a business support service from the Department of 

Environment and Climate Change NSW (DECC). It is designed to help your 
organisation understand sustainability, successfully manage for a better 
environment and add business value. 

o Over 220 companies are currently working with the Sustainability 
Advantage program to: 

 Manage environmental risk and ensure compliance 
 Use resources more efficiently 
 Integrate environmental strategies with business planning 
 Measure their carbon footprint and manage their emissions 
 Enhance customer, supplier and community relationships, and 
 Engage and train staff to become an employer of choice. 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 

 

New South Wales Local Governments 

 

Mosman Council  
 

¥ Free mulch for residents 
o Residents can access Council’s mulch storage facility every Sunday from 9am 

to 3pm. It is located at Little Ashton Park on Whiting Beach Road. The 
entrance is opposite Prince Albert Street. 

¥ Energy Efficiency for Small Business Program  
o The Energy Efficiency for Small Business Program offers an energy 

assessment, a tailored action plan and a rebate of up to $5,000 for making 
energy efficiency improvements that save you money as well as reducing our 
impact on the environment. 

o You can take part if your business spends up to $20,000 a year on electricity 
or employs up to 10 people. Businesses that employ more than 10 staff 
including casuals, but only spend up to $20,000 per year on electricity, are 
also eligible to apply. 

¥ Free DIY Water Saving Kit  
o You can obtain a free Do-It-Yourself Water Saving Kit to help your household 

save about 16,000 litres of water a year. 
¥ Washing Machine Rebate  

o Working in conjunction with Mosman city council to save water, Sydney Water 
is offering a $150 rebate to residents to buy a water efficient washing 
machine. 

Sydney City Council 
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¥ Smart Rinse Program 
o Sydney Water is offering to replace pre rinse spray valves with a water 

efficient Smart Rinse valve for free. You’ll get at least $300 worth of the 
newest product and plumbing services. 

¥ Do It Yourself Water Saving Kits 
o Sydney Water is offering a free Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Water Saving Kit to every 

household in Sydney, Illawarra and the Blue Mountains. Save up to $50 a year 
on your water and energy bills by completing the online registration to receive 
your Free DIY Water Saving Kit. 

¥ Rainwater Tank Rebate Program  
o Sydney Water's Rainwater Tank rebate is available to residential, commercial 

and industrial customers who install a rainwater tank. 
o Homeowners can get a rebate of up to $1,500 depending on: 

 the date you bought your tank 
 the size of your tank 
 whether a licensed plumber connects your rainwater tank supply to 

your toilet and/or washing machine. 
o There are two parts to the rebate: 

 A tank capacity rebate - for the size of your rainwater tank 
 An internal connection rebate - for connecting your rainwater tank to a 

toilet(s) and/or washing machine. 
¥ WaterFix 

o From $22, Sydney Water sends out a qualified plumber to visit your home to 
install water saving devices, worth $180.00. 

 

Lithgow City Council  
 

¥ Alternative Fuel Rebate Program 
o Council is currently running an Alternate Fuel Rebate Program for the 

conversion of Coal Burning Appliances. The program aims to help householders 
to get the most out of their heating, while protecting the environment and 
their health. 

o The Alternative Fuel Rebate Program offers rebates to householders to replace 
their coal burning appliance.  The Incentives being offered include the 
following  

 $500 rebate ($700 for pensioners) 
 $2000 for Commercial Premises 

o To be eligible for a rebate you must be a ratepayer in the urban areas of 
Lithgow, Portland and Wallerawang/Lidsdale and currently use a coal heater to 
heat your home or business. A map showing the Program area is on display in 
Council's Administration Office. 

¥ Rainwater Tank & Domestic Appliances Rebate Program 
o Council is introducing a rainwater tank rebate scheme to help householders  to 

capture and store rainwater,  to help ease the strain on town water and save 
money. Council is offering rebates as follows: 

 Minimum 5000 litre tank – connected to Garden Tap only - $200 
 Minimum 5000 litre tank – connected to Garden Tap & Toilet and 

Washing Machine - $800 
o Additionally, for water efficient Household appliances such as Dishwasher or 

Washing machine that have a four star WELS rating or AAAAA rating a rebate 
of $150/appliance/Household applies. 
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Yass Valley Council  
 

¥ Toilet Smart 
o The Yass Valley Council is providing $200 rebates to homeowners when they 

upgrade their old single flush or 9/4.5L dual flush toilet with a Smartflush® 
suite. 

 

Gosford/Wyong Councils  
 

¥ Greywater rebate scheme 
o A rebate scheme for the installation of grey water treatment systems is 

available to residents connected to the town water supply. 
o The rebate scheme allows residents who install a grey water treatment system 

to their existing home and connect it to the toilet and/or washing machine to 
apply for a rebate of up to $1,000. 

 

Goulburn Mulwaree Council  
 

¥ Water rebates 
o The Goulburn Mulwaree Council is offering rebates for the purchase of 4 star or 

higher washing machines and 3 star or higher showerheads and duel flush 
toilets.  

 

Eurobodalla Shire Council  
 

¥ Eurobodalla Rainwater Tank Rebate 
o Up to $1500 rebate will be paid on the installation of a water tank, provided 

the tank has been connected to at a minimum of toilets or washing machines 
and the building is connected to the Council mains water supply.   

o If more than one tank is installed, it’s the combined size that counts. The 
tank(s) must have a minimum 2000-litre capacity.  

¥ Eurobodalla water efficient washing machine rebate:  
o $150 rebate will be paid for the purchase of an eligible washing machine.  
o To be eligible the machine must be rated 4 stars or higher under the 

Commonwealth Government Water Efficiency Labelling Scheme (WELS) and 
the building must be connected to the Council mains water supply.  

 

Uralla Shire Council  
 

¥ Point Source Pollutant's Incentive Project 
o Uralla Shire Council, on behalf of the CMA, will administer grants that have 

been made available to reduce salt loads in the waterways adjoining Bundarra 
Township. 

o This will be achieved by providing a grant (conditional) to ratepayers to 
upgrade or replace faulty septic tanks and absorption trenches. Provision of a 
grey water tank will be considered in conjunction with absorption trench 
upgrade.  
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Shoalhaven City Council  
 

¥ Compost bins and worm farms 
o Compost bins are available from Shoalhaven City Council to help you get 

started with building your own worm farm.  

 
 

Queensland 
 

¥ ecoBiz Queensland 
o Administrated by the Department of Environment and Resource Management, 

ecoBiz Queensland is an industry partnership program to help businesses 
adopt resource efficient practices.  ecoBiz Queensland provides: 

 Ongoing support to businesses and rebate assistance of up to 
$150,000, limited to a maximum of 30 percent of Capital equipment 
costs, may be available for projects identified in the ecoBiz Action Plan. 

¥ Smart Energy Savings Fund (SESF) 
o The SESF is a $50 million funding program which assists Queensland 

businesses to invest in commercial energy saving projects.  The Smart Energy 
Savings Fund Round One is now closed, however dates for further rounds are 
still being determined.  

¥ Solar Bonus Scheme  
o The Scheme pays households and other small customers for the surplus 

electricity generated from roof-top solar photovoltaic (PV) panel systems that 
is exported to the Queensland electricity grid. The average consumer 
operating a 1 kilowatt (kW) solar system could save up to 25 per cent on their 
electricity bill by using electricity generated by the PV system and from 
payments received from the Solar Bonus Scheme. 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 

¥ Queensland Sustainable Energy Innovation Fund (QSEIF) 
o QSEIF provides funding and support for the development and 

commercialisation of new patentable water and energy saving technologies. 
¥ ClimateSmart Retail 

o The retail environment is rapidly changing with more and more customers 
becoming conscious of energy and water efficiency. The program offers 
retailers the necessary tools and training to respond to this trend. 

¥ Reticulated Natural Gas Rebate 
o In October 2007, the Queensland Government announced the Reticulated 

Natural Gas Rebate (formerly referred to as the gas pensioner rebate scheme). 
o The rebate scheme currently provides a rebate of $59.43 per year to eligible 

concession card holders in Queensland using reticulated natural gas.  
¥ Community and Industry Partnership Programs 

o ClimateSmart Business Clusters facilitates groups of businesses who are 
working together to achieve cost savings and take advantage of improved 
environmental performance though resource efficiency 

o Over 30 clusters across Queensland covering a range of business categories, 
including supply chains, retailers, manufacturing, medical, hospitality and 
service industries, are currently working together. 
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¥ Queensland Sustainable Industries Awards 
o The Queensland Sustainable Industries Awards showcase Queensland business 

leaders, companies and technologies that have set new benchmarks in 
environmental performance. 

o Entering the Queensland Sustainable Industries Awards provides the 
opportunity to: 

 Highlight your organisation's commitment to sustainable practices 
 Gain recognition for your organisation's achievements 
 Showcase a sustainable business practice that demonstrates 

leadership and innovation in your industry 
 Increase awareness of your project or activity in the community or to 

potential customers or business partners. 
¥ Low Carbon Diet Community Funding Program 

o The Low Carbon Diet Community Funding Program is designed to assist 
Queensland groups and organisations implement the Low Carbon Diet by 
helping out with administration and delivery costs. 

 This two-year funding program offers grants between $2000 and $10 
000 (GST exclusive) to not-for-profit incorporated community 
organisations, local councils and tertiary institutions throughout 
Queensland. 

¥ ClimateSmart Home Service 
o The service costs just $50 and will help you reduce your home's carbon 

footprint. It can also help you save up to $325 on your water and energy bills 
a year.  

o The service includes: 
 An energy audit by a licensed electrician 
 An installed wireless energy monitor, for you to keep 
 Up to 15 free energy efficient light globes (CFLs), supplied and 

installed 
 A free water and energy efficient showerhead, supplied and installed 
 A customized Energy and Water Efficiency Plan sent to you 

¥ Queensland Renewable Energy Fund 
o The Queensland Renewable Energy Fund (QREF) is administered by the Office 

of Clean Energy.   
o The fund is a $50 million funding program that supports the development and 

deployment of renewable energy generation technologies in Queensland. 
Funds are allocated annually as grants and loans to support proven renewable 
energy technologies statewide. 
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Queensland Local Governments 

Brisbane City Council 
 

¥ Brisbane City Council Solar Water Heater 
o In an effort to reduce electricity bills and greenhouse gas emissions in the 

Brisbane area, the Brisbane City Council is offering a total of 1500 rebates of 
$400 between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009, when a Solar or Heat Pump 
Hot Water system is installed. 

¥ ClimateSmart Home Service 
o Brisbane City Council, through its Green Heart CitySmart environmental 

program, is offering Brisbane residents $50 cash-back when they use the 
Queensland Government's ClimateSmart Home Service. This makes the 
service free. 

o As part of the service you will receive: 
 a wireless energy monitor installed by a licensed electrician 
 an energy audit of your home 
 a free water and energy efficient showerhead (where appropriate) 
 up to 15 free energy efficient light globes 
 a customised energy and water efficiency management plan 

¥ Sustainable Development Grants 
o Council introduced the sustainable development grant as an incentive to 

encourage sustainable development in the community.   
o The grant is used to achieve:   

 decreased water use 
 increased waste water reuse 
 reduced energy use 
 reduced impact on the sewerage system and less building waste to 

landfill 
 major health, safety and lifestyle benefits to the people working and 

living in sustainable buildings 
o Inclusive of the:  

 Sustainable development grants for offices  
 This program offers the development industry an incentive to 

incorporate sustainability features into the design and 
construction of new office buildings. Grants are only awarded 
where it can be demonstrated that the new office buildings are 
constructed to a high environmental standard, and where 
there are measurable long-term sustainability benefits to the 
community. 

 Sustainable development grants for multi-unit residential 
developments 

 The program encourages a greater uptake of sustainability 
within the residential development market.  Council is 
currently investigating a multi-unit residential development 
incentives program. 

¥ Lord Mayor's sustainability grants 
o In 2007/2008 Brisbane City Council initiated the Lord Mayor’s sustainability 

grants to promote sustainability across the city.  
o Funding will be given to local non-profit organisations who are seeking to 

increase the environmental sustainability of existing community facilities, 
through energy and greenhouse gas reduction savings.  

o Grants are for installations on buildings, land and facilities owned or leased by 
non-profit community groups 

Gold Coast City Council 
 
¥ Sustainable Gardening Workshops August - December 2009 

o Gold Coast City council are holding free gardening workshops to teach 
community members about composting, worm farming and water efficiency, 
ensuring a more sustainable and environmentally friendly garden. 

¥ Complimentary Watersaver materials 
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o Gold Coast Water has complimentary bathroom stickers that have been tested 
in a number of marinas, shopping centres and hotels on the Gold Coast, 
proving to be beneficial in reminding staff & visitors to be water efficient in the 
bathroom. 

¥ Greenplumber Workshops 
o An integral part of the Watersaver Education program is Gold Coast Water’s 

initiative to link with industry bodies to provide training in water conservation 
to people who have a significant influence over water use. 

o The free Greenplumber Training Program is jointly run on the Gold Coast by 
the Master Plumbers and Mechanical Services Association of Australia and Gold 
Coast Water, with support from other industry representatives. 

o The program is part of an innovative nationally accredited approach to training 
plumbers in the water conservation, environmental, and public health aspects 
of their work. The training opportunities provided by the program place 
plumbers in a better position to advise and inform consumers on 
environmental and water conservation topics. 

 

Dalby City Council  
 

¥ Waterwise Rebate Scheme  
o As an incentive and encouragement to Dalby water users to use water more 

efficiently, Dalby Town Council offers rebates for the purchase of water saving 
washing machines, shower roses and dual flush toilets. 

o Rebates are as follows: 
 Maximum rebate of $150 for the purchase and installation of a 6/3 litre 

or a 4.5/3 litre dual flush toilet, including the pedestal and cistern. 
 Two rebates per property up to the value of $20 per rebate for 3-Star 

Shower Roses.  
 One rebate per property up to the value of $100 per rebate for 4-Star 

Clothes Washers. 
 

Ipswich City Council 
 

¥ Water Conservation Rebate Scheme 
o The Rebate Scheme (Water Conservation Rebate Scheme) is an integral part 

of Ipswich City Council's water conservation initiatives.  It offers generous 
rebates to eligible Ipswich City residents to bring greater water efficiency to 
their homes. 

o Rebates are as follows: 
 Limit of 3 rebates per household of $100 per 6/3 litre dual flush toilet 

suite  
 Limit of 3 rebates per household of 50% of purchase price, up to $30 

per water efficient shower rose (WELS 3 star rated or better)  
¥ Big Ipswich Swap Party 

o Ipswich city council are holding a Swap party to help celebrate National 
Recycling Week 2009  

o Swap party requires participants to bring up to five good quality items to swap 
for tokens.  These tokens can then be used to swap for other products. 

o Acceptable items include:  
 Clothes: women's, men's & children's 
 Shoes: women's, men's and children's 
 Baby/Toddler items and clothes 
 DVDs and CDs (working) 
 Books, magazines 
 Tools/garden equipment (non-electrical) 
 Sports equipment 
 Ornaments 
 Accessories 

¥ Environmental Weed Control Rebate 
o The rebate's purpose is to assist landholders in the control of environmental 

weeds. The scheme is funded through the Ipswich Enviroplan which is an 
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environmental initiative of the Ipswich City Council to ensure that residents 
continue to enjoy a quality lifestyle both now and in the future. 

o Rebates are as follows: 
 A 50% rebate for the cost to control environmental weeds on your own 

property, up to a maximum rebate of $400 per financial year (per 
property assessment). 

 A 100% rebate on the cost of herbicide only to control environmental 
weeds on Council owned land, up to a maximum of $400 per financial 
year 

 

Toowoomba City Council  
 

¥ Waterwise Rebates for Residents 
o Toowoomba Regional Council continues to offer its residents rebates and 

incentive programs to assist our community to install water efficient appliances 
and practice WaterWise behavior.  

o Rebates include: 
 A shower rose exchange program which offers household owners the 

opportunity to swap their old shower rose for a new water efficient 
shower rose, complete with instructions and plumbing tape. The offer 
is limited to two shower roses per household. 

 The council is ensuring TRC plumbing application fees are waived for 
the following rebates, provided that the correct procedures are 
followed: 

 Rainwater tank 
 Retrofitting of an existing rainwater tank 
 Recirculation device 
 Pressure limiting valve 

 The installation of a water saving recirculation system attracts a 
Council rebate of $200 and applies to new homes as well as existing 
domestic premises. 

 The council is offering a $500 rebate on rainwater tanks  
 Council provides $100 towards the purchase and installation of a 

4.5L/3L dual flush toilet suite (4 star WELS rated) for residential 
properties supplied by a reticulated town water supply within the 
Toowoomba Regional Council boundaries. 

¥ Sustainable Home Toowoomba 
o Sustainable Home Toowoomba is part of the Sustainable Homes program and 

aims to provide communities throughout Queensland with display homes which 
incorporate principles of sustainable design and performance. 

o The homes will be unique because they will provide practical examples of 
dwellings that aim to meet the triple bottom line concept of sustainability i.e. 
environmental, social and economic sustainability. 

 
 

Western Australia 
  

¥ Regional Energy efficiency Program 
o The Regional Energy Efficiency Program is designed to help people save 

energy in areas outside of Western Australia's main electricity grid. 
o The program offers: 

 Four free energy-saving compact fluorescent lamps per household 
 Rebates for fridges and freezers 
 Rebates for air-conditioners 
 Rebates for insulation 
 Rebates for controllers 
 Energy audits for businesses and other organisations 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 15 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 

¥ Solar Water Heater Subsidy  
o The Solar Water Heater Subsidy offers rebates to householders who install 

environmentally friendly, gas-boosted solar water heaters 
o Rebates Available include: 

 $500 for natural gas-boosted solar water heaters 
 $700 for bottled LP gas-boosted solar water heaters used in areas 

without reticulated gas. 
¥ Remote Area Power Supply Program  

o The Remote Area Power Supply (RAPS) Program provides rebates for the 
installation of renewable energy power systems used instead of fossil fuel 
generation in off-grid areas of WA. 

o Rebates of 50% of the capital cost of eligible equipment and services are 
available, including: 

 Renewable energy generating equipment such as photovoltaic arrays 
and wind turbines 

 Essential enabling equipment such as inverters, batteries and battery 
chargers 

 Essential non-equipment expenditure such as design and installation. 
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Western Australia Local Governments   

Armadale City Council  
 

¥ Streamcare Program 
o The City of Armadale's Streamcare Program assists residents to look after 

streams on their properties.  
o Landowners from Roleystone, Bedfordale, Karragullen and Forrestdale are 

involved in the Streamcare Program, taking up opportunities to receive 
technical advice free of charge. 

¥ Switched on Business and Industry  
o SEREG in partnership with the City of Gosnells, the Maddington Kenwick 

Sustainable Communities Partnership and Swan Catchment Council is piloting 
an innovative new project in Gosnells and Armadale. The Switched on Business 
and Industry project, which is being delivered as part of the switch your 
thinking! program, seeks to improve sustainable business practices within the 
Cities of Gosnells and Armadale and to address environmental efficiency of 
small to medium sized enterprises (SMEs) -  namely organisations with less 
than 200 full time equivalent employees and/or less than $10 million turnover. 

o Switched on Business and Industry project participants receive free:  
 Energy, water and waste assessments 
 One-one mentoring and training opportunities - Individual business 

reports 
 Follow up energy, water and waste assessments 

 
 

ACT 
 

¥ 2009 Wood Heater Replacement Program 
o The Wood Heater Replacement Program aims to reduce winter air pollution 

from wood smoke by offering a subsidy to eligible householders for replacing 
an old wood heater with a new gas heater. (concludes 31 August 2009) 

¥ Feed-In Tariff 
o The ACT Feed-In Tariff rewards households and businesses that install 

renewable energy generation technology by paying a Premium price for the 
electricity they generate. For each unit of renewable energy generated, 
householders are paid at a rate greater than the retail price they would usually 
pay to buy the same amount of energy for their use.  

¥ Home Energy Advice Team and ACT Energy Wise Audit 
o Through the Home Energy Advice Team (HEAT), the ACT Government provides 

a free Advisory Service to help ACT residents identify ways to save money and 
reduce green house gas emissions by reducing their energy consumption in 
and around the home.  

o The ACT Government also provides a $500 rebate for expenditure of $2,000 or 
more on the priority recommendations in the HEAT home audit report. 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 
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¥ Home Energy Action Kits 
o The Home Energy Action Kit enables householders to perform an audit of their 

home and develop their own Home Energy Action Plan. The kits may be 
borrowed from the ACT Public Library. They contain equipment, instructions 
and worksheets that will assist householders to find practical ways to save 
energy around the home and to reduce energy bills and greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

¥ Commercial Bathroom Retrofit Program 
o The Commercial Bathroom Retrofit Program is designed to provide building 

owners and managers with a financial incentive to improve water efficiency in 
their buildings. 

o Under this new program, the Government will provide a rebate up to the value 
of $20,000 per building to participants on a dollar for dollar basis. 

¥ GardenSmart service 
o To help residents make a long-term commitment to sustainable water use 

habits, the ACT Government is offering a free GardenSmart service, valued at 
around $150. 

o By taking part in the GardenSmart program, householders can also be eligible 
for a rebate of up to $50 when they buy selected water-saving products such 
as garden mulch, drip irrigation systems or components, weeping hose, tap 
timers, soil additives for moisture retention, irrigation system controllers, 
moisture/rain sensors for irrigation systems, water wands, downpipe water 
diverters, grey water hoses, compost bins, worm farms and books on water-
efficient gardening.  

¥ Toilet Smart Program  
o The 2009 ToiletSmart program provides rebates to ACT residential property 

owners who replace single flush toilets with four-star, water efficient 4.5/3 litre 
dual flush toilets. 

¥ Rainwater Tank Rebate & Internal Connection (only) Rebate 
o The ACT Government offers rebates for the installation of eligible rainwater 

tanks with an internal plumbing connection to inside the home (for example to 
the toilet or washing machine) on properties connected to ACTEW 
Corporation's water supply network. 

o Eligible household owners receive a rebate of $750 for a 2,000-3,999L tank, 
$900 for a 4,000-8,999L tank and $1000 for a 9,000L or greater tank.  

¥ Environmental protection policies and guidelines 
o Funded by the Department of the Environment, Climate Change, Energy and 

Water, the Environmental protection policies and guidelines provides 
information to help ACT business and industry members improve their 
environmental performance. 

 
 

Northern Territory 
 
¥ Individual Project Grants and EnvironmenNT grants 

o Provides support for projects that seek to promote sustainable resource 
management, increase environmental awareness, improve environmental 
management practices, mitigate environmental impacts, or focus on wildlife 
issues. 

o The total funding pool for this program will be $744 000 in 2009/2010. 
¥ Energy Smart Rebate NT 

o The Northern Territory Government is providing households with a rebate of 
up to $200 after purchasing selected energy saving devices. 

o Items available for rebate include power boards, energy efficient light 
globes, timers, power usage meters and fridge and freezer seals. 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 
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 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 

¥ NT Waterwise Central Australia Rebate Scheme 
o The Northern Territory Government, in partnership with Power and Water 

Corporation, is providing increased rebates of up to $150 for certain water 
saving products and up to $500 for eligible water saving plumbing services in 
Alice Springs and Tennant Creek. 

 The Small Product Rebate is available on items up to $50 including: 
 Low flow shower rose (3-star or higher) 
 Flow controller 
 Hose trigger nozzle 
 Garden tap timer 

 The Large Product Rebate is available on items up to $150 including: 
 Washing machine (4-star or higher Water Efficiency Labelling 

and Standards (WELS) rating) 
 Swimming pool cover (endorsed with a Smart Approved 

WaterMark) 
 Toilet Product (up to $150) and Toilet Retrofit (up to $200) Rebates: 

 The Toilet (Product) and Toilet (Retrofit) Rebates can be 
claimed for multiple toilets in one household. The rebates 
cover the purchase of a new dual flush toilet (4-star or higher) 
and installation of the toilet to replace an older model. 

 Toilets must be installed by a GreenPlumber® to receive your 
NT Waterwise rebate. 

 Indoor Plumbing Rebate - Up to $100 is available for the eligible 
plumbing services performed by aGreenPlumber®. 

 Fix leaking taps and toilets 
 Install flow regulators/aerators on bathroom or kitchen taps 
 Install a low flow shower rose (3 star WELS rating or higher) 

 Outdoor Plumbing Rebate - Up to $500 is available for the following 
services performed by a GreenPlumber®: 

 Connecting a rainwater tank to a household hot water system, 
toilet, washing machine or air-conditioner. Minimum tank size 
eligibility is 1000L. 

 Plumbing services associated with installing an NT Government 
approved grey water diversion device.  

¥ Renewable Energy Rebate Program (RERP) 
o The Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines 

administers the RERP with a 50 percent rebate for remote locations making 
the switch from non-renewable energy sources such as diesel or gas, to 
renewable energy systems using sun, wind or water. 

 
¥ The Photovoltaic Rebate Program (PVRP)  

o The PVRP is a 'roof-top solar' program which provides cash rebates to 
householders and owners of community buildings to install grid-connected or 
stand-alone photovoltaic systems.   

o This Australian Government Funded initiative administered by Northern 
Territory Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines is based on the 
peak output of the new photovoltaic (solar) component of the system. 

¥ Solar Hot Water Retrofit 
o The Northern Territory Government offers a Solar Hot Water Retrofit Rebate, 

administered by the  Power and Water Corporation.  The rebate is available to 
eligible pre-existing homes in the Northern Territory to replace electric 
systems with solar hot water systems.   

o The rebate is designed to compensate for additional plumbing and roof 
structure upgrades that may be required to complete the installation.   
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Tasmania  
 

¥ CleanBiz Tasmania  
o The CleanBiz Tasmania program helps Tasmanian small to medium businesses 

improve sustainability by reducing consumption of materials, energy and water 
and minimising waste and pollution. 

o CleanBiz: 
 Helps businesses assess their current resource efficiency performance 

in terms of materials, energy, water and waste, per unit of output. 
 Assists businesses in identifying and implementing ways to optimise 

the use of materials, energy and water in your enterprise. 
 Provides businesses with the tools to monitor their enterprises' 

progress toward greater resource efficiency. 
 Helps businesses network with other like-minded enterprises to gain 

valuable contacts and knowledge. 
 Put businesses in touch with resource efficiency experts. 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 
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Tasmania Local Governments  

 

Hobart city council 
 
¥ Solar and Heat Pump Hot Water Rebate 

o Hobart City Council has introduced a new Solar and Heat Pump Hot Water 
Rebate Scheme which offers Hobart ratepayers a $500 incentive to install a 
solar or heat pump hot water system into their homes. 

o The rebate provides a one-off payment of $500 per solar and heat pump hot 
water system for Hobart ratepayers who are ineligible for Council’s current 
planning and building administration fee rebate 

¥ Energy Efficient Development Rebate 
o Hobart City Council offers a 100% rebate on Council’s basic planning fee*, and 

the building and plumbing administration fees where sound and permanent 
energy efficient principles and features are incorporated into the planning and 
design of new houses and additions to existing houses. 

¥ Insulation Rebate 
o Under the Insulation Rebate Scheme, a one-off rate rebate of 30% the total 

cost (inc. GST) of the installed insulation - up to a maximum of $300 - will be 
provided to landlords installing eligible ceiling insulation into an uninsulated or 
poorly insulated rental property built prior to 1991. 

 

Victoria  
 

¥ Alternative Fuel Conversion Program 
o The Alternative Fuel Conversion Program provides assistance to operators of 

heavy commercial vehicles and buses (weighing 3.5 tonnes gross vehicle mass 
or more) to convert their vehicles to operate on either compressed natural 
(CNG) or liquefied petroleum (LPG) gas or purchase new vehicles running on 
these fuels. 

o The Alternative Fuel Conversion Program provides funds of up to 50% of either 
the: 

 difference between the purchase price of new CNG or LPG fuelled 
vehicles over their conventionally-fuelled equivalents 

 cost of converting conventionally-fuelled vehicles to operate on CNG or 
LPG 

 cost of upgrading the fuel systems of vehicles already operating on 
CNG or LPG where improvements in greenhouse and other emissions 
can be demonstrated 

¥ Commercial and Industrial Resource Recovery Grants Program 
o Sustainability Victoria provides funding for projects that increase the recovery 

and recycling of commercial and industrial waste. 
o Grants of up to 33% of capital costs to a maximum of $500,000 for a single 

project. 
o Applications will be considered for projects that achieve significant resource 

recovery and innovative recycling of waste materials through: 
 the establishment of new facilities 
 upgrades to plant and equipment 
 the development of new systems 

¥ Energy Grants Credits Scheme 
o The scheme aims to reduce costs for anyone using diesel or alternative fuels 

as part of their business. 
o The Tax Office pays a fuel grants as a direct payment. They may also use your 

fuel grant to offset any existing tax debts. 
¥ Four Seasons Energy Pilot Program 

o The Four Seasons Energy Pilot Program aims to facilitate adoption of 
GeoExchange to deliver more efficient, cheaper energy for the heating and 
cooling of buildings in regional areas of Victoria. 
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o The two-year Four Seasons Energy Pilot Program will be utilised to 
demonstrate alternative heating and cooling sources of energy for regional 
communities. Trials will be undertaken in small towns in provincial Victoria 
without reticulated gas, for the installation of new enabling technologies such 
as GeoExchange or ground source heat pumps. 

 Feasibility studies: Funding will be provided for community groups, 
councils and businesses for feasibility studies into using these new 
energy technologies in comparison to other combined heating and 
cooling options. 

 Capital costs: The Victorian Government will support the full capital 
cost of installing geoexchange systems at public sites such as 
secondary schools, community centres, police stations, retirement 
housing, hospitals, fire stations and libraries, and 50% of the capital 
cost of installing the system at private demonstration sites. 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 

¥ Greenhouse Challenge Plus Program 
o Greenhouse Challenge is a voluntary program to reduce greenhouse 

emissions. Membership of the Greenhouse Challenge means you become part 
of a national network of Greenhouse Challenge businesses. 

o Participating entities: 
 sign agreements to establish inventories of their emissions 
 draw up and implement action plans for emissions abatement 
 report their performance to the Australian Greenhouse Office on an 

annual basis 
o Following formal commitment to Greenhouse Challenge membership, industry 

advisers provide a range of tools and resources to help organisations through 
the next stages. 

o Companies are able to use the Greenhouse Challenge Members' logo on their 
products and corporate information, which will publicly signify their 
greenhouse efforts. 

¥ Grow Me the Money 
o Grow Me the Money is available to businesses wishing to reduce costs 

associated with energy and water use, and waste production. Victorian 
businesses gain access to tools and support to help improve their 
environmental performance and save money. 

o Grow Me the Money is a free program that focuses on correcting over-
consumption of resources like electricity and water, and reducing waste. 

 
 
¥ ResourceSmart Business Program 

o ResourceSmart Business Partnerships provides a number of funding 
programs to help Victorian businesses deliver sustainable outcomes in 
energy, materials and water use. 

o The program helps businesses to become ResourceSmart. ResourceSmart 
businesses: 

 Understand the impacts of a carbon constrained economy 
 Apply simple and smart solutions to manage their carbon footprint 
 Connect with likeminded businesses, suppliers and government 

agencies 
 Spot opportunities to innovate 
  

¥ Small Business Grants Program 
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o By providing financial support to small businesses, Small Business Grants aims 
to encourage and attract new, sustainable small businesses that will add value 
and diversity to the City of Melbourne. 

o The main objectives of the Small Business Grants Program include: 
 encouraging the attraction, establishment, growth and retention of 

sustainable small businesses and/or business support groups 
 increasing the level of exports from the City of Melbourne 
 creating employment opportunities 

¥ Smart Water Fund 
o The Smart Water fund is a joint initiative between State and local government 

that supports innovative development of water conservation, water saving and 
biosolids recycling projects benefiting metropolitan Melbourne and regional 
Victoria. It also administers research and development grants for sustainable 
water use on behalf of the Victorian Water Trust. 

¥ Zero Emission Neighbourhoods (ZEN) 
o ZEN aims to engage local government, developers and industry partners to 

implement best-practice sustainable residential neighborhoods. ZEN will 
support developments that are designed for zero net greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

¥ Gas Hot Water Rebate 
o The Victorian Government can help with the cost of new hot water systems for 

those that are eligible for a rebate. 
o Rebate amounts are as follows: 

 $400 for a 5-star instantaneous or storage hot water heater (4+ star 
for internal systems) 

 $700 for concession card holders, as above 
 $300 installation rebate if you live in a flat or apartment where there's 

a separate occupancy directly above or below you 
¥ The Water Smart Gardens and Homes Rebate scheme  

o The Water Smart Gardens and Homes Rebate scheme gives homeowners the 
chance to save water and money when they purchase eligible water-saving 
products between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2011. 

o Eligible products include water efficient showerheads, upgrading to eligible 
dual flush toilets, garden products, rainwater tanks and systems for reusing 
household waste water. 

¥ Showerhead Exchange Program 
o The Victorian government allows homeowners to swap their old shower head 

over for a water-efficient one for free with participating water retailers. 
¥ Water Smart Program 

o WaterSmart is a program to help people reduce water use in their homes by 
making water saving even easier. It is part of the State Government’s 
commitment to reward and encourage the great efforts made by Melburnians 
so far. 

o Around 100,000 households in metropolitan Melbourne and 10,000 households 
from Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong have been invited to participate. 

o Eligible households participating in WaterSmart receive a 12-month guided 
program where they are provided with specialist advice and helpful ideas on 
managing water consumption more efficiently at home. In some cases water 
assessments and products are also provided. By the end of the program 
participants will enjoy bigger water savings and a reduction in their water bills. 

¥ Solar hot water rebate - Metropolitan Melbourne 
o There are currently four different incentives available to Victorians replacing an 

existing hot water system with a solar hot water system. Each incentive has 
varying eligibility requirements: 

 Victorian Government Solar Hot Water Rebate - Regional and 
Metropolitan 

 The Victorian Government Metropolitan Melbourne rebate of 
between $300 and $1500 is available to assist households in 
Metropolitan Melbourne to switch their existing gas hot water 
system or solar hot water system to solar. 

 Australian Government Solar Hot Water Rebate 
 The Australian Government's $1600 Solar Hot Water rebate is 

available to households replacing electric water heating.   
 Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) 
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 The Commonwealth Government's Renewable Energy 
Certificates (RECs) scheme provides financial incentives to 
promote renewable energy. Certificates (RECs) are created 
when customer installs a solar hot water system.  For 
example, if the REC price is $45 and your installation attracts 
30 RECs you could save $1350. 

 Victorian Energy Efficiency Certificates (VEECs); also known as the 
Energy Saver Incentive. 

 The VEET (Victorian Energy Efficiency Target) scheme was 
introduced on 1 January 2009 and provides incentives to 
promote household energy efficiency. Certificates (VEECs) are 
created when customers replace their current hot water 
system for a solar hot water system. 

¥ Whitegoods appliance rebate 
o Sustainability Victoria is currently working with community organisations 

delivering programs to assist low income households in a new rebate program. 
This program will help low income households in Victoria to purchase high 
efficiency whitegoods.   

o The programs currently participating in the rebate are the No Interest Loan 
Scheme (NILS), Progress Loans program and The Good Shepherd Buying 
Service. 

¥ Sustainability Fund 
o The Victorian Government's Sustainability Fund, managed by Sustainability 

Victoria, provides funding for projects that drive more sustainable resource use 
in Victoria. 

o This year, the Sustainability Fund is focused on addressing climate change 
through Victorian households.  The residential sector contributes to 
approximately 21% of Victoria's energy use, impacting significantly on climate 
change. 

o There is approximately $4.5 million available in the 2009 Funding Round, and 
there are two categories to apply for: 

 Sustainable solutions that directly assist Victorian households to 
address climate change ($3.5 million). 

 Capacity building in community organisations and local government to 
assist low income Victorian households to address climate change ($1 
million). 

 

Victoria Local Governments  

 

Baw Baw Shire  
 

¥ Compost Bin Rebate  
o Baw Baw Shire ratepayers are eligible to receive a 50% rebate on the 

purchase of a home compost bin or worm farm.  A maximum rebate of $40 per 
compost bin per residence applies. 

¥ Rainwater Tank Rebate 
o The local government is providing the following rebates on rainwater tanks: 

 600 – 3,999 Litres = $300 rebate, 
 4,000 – 6,999 Litres = $450 rebate, 
 7,000+ Litres = $600 rebate. 

¥ Pool Cover Rebate 
o Council encourages residents to install a pool cover to save water, save energy 

and save pool chemicals. The pool cover rebate is $100 per cover per 
residence. 

¥ 4 Star or above Water Efficient Washing Machine Rebate 
o Baw Baw Shire Council encourages residents to purchase a 4 star or above 

water efficient washing machine to save water. The 4 Star or above water 
efficient washing machine rebate is $100 per machine per household who 
purchase the washing machine for domestic use only and not for resale. 

¥ Rebates for Solar Hot Water and Solar Panels (PV) 
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o By providing rebates the Baw Baw Shire Council encourages residents to install 
a solar hot water system and solar panel (PV) system to generate renewable 
(green) energy and hot water to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

Hume City Council  
 

¥ Healthy Sustainable Gardens Program 
o The Healthy Sustainable Gardens Program offers a Recycled Organic Mulch and 

Compost $30 Rebate when $100 or more is spent on  mulch and/or other 
water saving products. 

 

Melton Shire Council   
 

¥ Environmental Enhancement Policy and Rate Rebate 
o The policy aim is to provide rural landowners with a monetary incentive (an 

upfront rate rebate) to undertake works that will improve the environment. 
The policy rewards successful implementation of works that address land 
degradation caused by noxious weeds, pest animals and soil erosion driven by 
factors including rapid land-use change, land speculation, encroaching 
urbanisation and an increase in absentee landowners.  

o The target participants are rural properties greater than two hectares. Almost 
1300 properties are currently involved in the scheme. 

 

Mitchel Shire Council  
 

¥ Land Management Rebate 
o The aim of the Land Management Policy is to provide eligible ratepayers with a 

financial incentive to undertake and/or maintain targeted works on their land 
that will minimise land degradation.  

o Council's Land Management Rebate is granted to ratepayers occupying 
properties greater than four hectares, where those ratepayers are effectively 
contributing to the wellbeing of the land and water resources.  

¥ Conservation Covenant Grant Program  
o In April 2005, Mitchell Shire Council resolved to implement an annual grant 

program for properties with conservation covenants. This is a trail program for 
3 years and is a partnership program with the Trust for Nature. 

o A conservation covenant is an agreement between a landowner and the Trust 
for Nature, which protects and enhances the natural, cultural and/or scientific 
values of the land. The covenant is registered on the property title and binds 
all future owners 

¥ Sustainable Communities Program 
o An exciting new green living project, The Sustainable Communities Program, 

has been introduced in the Mitchell and Strathbogie Shires. This innovative, 
workshop based education program is designed to give residents, local 
business and organisations the tools and confidence to take the right steps in 
making their communities more sustainable. 

o At the workshops low-cost, sustainable and practical advice is offered - from 
installing water saving devices, home composting, worm farming and 
sustainable gardening, installation of rainwater tanks, solar panels and even 
draught proofing doors. 
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Barwon Water council  
 

¥ Showerhead Exchange Program  
o The Showerhead Exchange Program allows residents to exchange as many 

showerheads they have per property for three-star showerheads.  Full 
instructions on fitting the showerhead are included with the exchange. 

¥ Water Secure Home  
o For just $80 a licensed plumber will provide local homeowners with 

approximately $180 worth of water-saving plumbing services, including: 
 in-home water audit and retrofit 
 fitted 3-star showerhead 
 flow regulators on internal taps 
 cistern weight installed in single-flush toilet 
 minor leaking taps fixed 

o As part of the Victorian Government's Water Smart Gardens and Homes 
Rebate Scheme, homeowners may also apply for a $50 rebate, 
further reducing the cost to $30. 

¥ Water Secure Business 
o A Barwon Water representative will provide advice and assistance to non-

residential customers to: 
 identify water conservation and efficiency measures 
 ascertain baseline water consumption patterns 
 identify innovative and practical solutions 
 develop Water Management Action Plans containing practical and 

costed solutions, potential energy and sewer discharge savings 
 implement, monitor and review Water Management Plans. 

 
¥ WaterSecure Garden 

o Through this program trained staff at local garden centres will undertake on-
site garden assessments for householders.  

o These assessments will provide the homeowner with a breakdown of where 
water is being used and how their garden management impacts on water use. 
The assessments will also provide the homeowner with recommendations on 
how to improve the water-efficiency and management of their garden 

 

Mornington Peninsula Shire  
 

¥ Land Sustainability Rebate Program 
o The Land Sustainability Rebate is available to Landholders with two hectares or 

more, is not receiving the Farm Rate and demonstrates sustainable land 
management practices on their land.  
 

 

South Australia 
 

¥ Innovation Development Grant - Sustainable Technologies (IDG Green) 
o Administered by SA Centre for Innovation, IDG Green helps companies with 

the process of taking a sustainable green business opportunity to market. 
o Current round of grants are closed.  

¥ Solar Hot Water Rebate Scheme  
o The South Australian Government's Solar Hot Water Rebate Scheme provides 

a rebate of $500 on the cost of a new solar or electric heat pump water heater 
system installed on or after 1st July 2008. 

¥ The Residential Energy Efficiency Scheme (REES)  
o The REES has been introduced by the State Government to help households 

"be energy smart" and lower their energy bills. 
o The following providers of electricity and gas in South Australia are now 

required to meet targets which are about improving the energy efficiency of 
our homes. 
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 Origin Energy 
 AGL 
 SA Electricity 
 Powerdirect 
 TRUenergy 
 Simply Energy  
 Red Energy  

o These energy providers, and their contractors, will be offering households 
incentives to adopt energy saving measures; things like installing more 
efficient lighting and showerheads, draught proofing, retiring second fridges, 
and upgrading to more efficient appliances. 

¥ Home Rebates Scheme 
o The Home Rebate scheme has been introduced to encourage South Australian 

households to achieve greater water savings inside and outside the home. 
Rebates are available for approved water efficient products purchased on or 
after 1 November 2007. 

o Rebates available include: 
 Up to $30 for a low-flow (3 stars or more) showerhead. 
 $150 for retrofitting a dual flush toilet suite. 
 $200 for the purchase of a new water efficient (4 stars or more) 

washing machine. 
 $50 rebate when you spend $150 or more on specified water efficient 

garden goods. 
 $100 rebate for a Home Water Audit plus the installation of up to 2 

free low flow showerheads. 
 Between $200 and $1000 towards the cost of purchasing and 

plumbing a rainwater tank to retrofit into your home 
¥ Business Water Saver Program 

o SA Water's Business Water Saver Program assists industrial and commercial 
customers to save water. The Business Water Saver Program works with South 
Australia’s top water users to identify opportunities to reduce water 
consumption and minimise wastewater production.  

o The Program offers the following services to business: 
 Water efficiency audit 
 Water efficiency report 
 Education and training 
 Monitoring 
 Ongoing support 

¥ Nursery & Garden Industry Australia’s Wise About Water campaign 
o Five years ago the Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) launched a 

nation-wide campaign titled Wise About Water. Developed in response to 
consumer research, it strives to re-engage consumers with their gardens by 
providing solutions at the retail level. 

o The program, which currently has over 90 Queensland nurseries actively 
participating, has two main aspects: 

 The Garden Centre Toolkit which consists of point-of-sale material, 
retailer tips and fact sheets. This promotes a consistent message 
about using water in the garden and ensures that ideas and solutions 
can be easily identified in garden centres. 

 A PR campaign which has been developed to reassure consumers 
about garden water use and position garden centres as the place to go 
for ideas, answers and advice. 

 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 27 

South Australia Local governments 

 

Adelaide city council  
 

¥ Native Plant Incentive 
o Adelaide city council are providing free 6-packs of local native plants for 

properties within the City of Adelaide. 
o At selected times native plants are available from Council’s Green Waste 

Recycling Centre. Numbers are limited. 
¥ Cat Desexing Reimbursement 

o Adelaide City Council is encouraging responsible cat management by offering a 
Reimbursement for Cat Desexing to Adelaide City Council Residents. 

o maximum rebate of $55 for female cats and $38 for male cats.  
¥ The Butt Bin Rebate Scheme 

o Throughout October 2007, the Adelaide City Council, KESAB, SA Restaurant 
and Catering, Australian Hotels Association, Club Safe SA, Drug & Alcohol 
Services SA and Zero Waste SA have partnered and are offering all South 
Australian licenced premises a $100 rebate per organisation off the purchase 
of a Butt Bin. 

 

Whyalla City Council  
 

¥ Solar Hot Water Rebate Scheme 
o The Solar Hot Water System Rebate Scheme is an initiative of the Whyalla City 

Council aimed at reducing the use of fossil fuels for the generation of 
electricity to heat water in Whyalla homes. 

o As part of the Rebate Scheme, Council provides a 5% rebate on the unit price 
of a solar hot water system. This rebate is calculated after the 
manufacturer/distributor discounts have been deducted, and does not include 
installation costs, freight or any other miscellaneous items. 

 

City of West Torrens  
 

¥ Rainwater tank bonus rebate 
o The Residential Rainwater Tank Bonus Rebate Scheme is a once-off 

opportunity for local residents to receive an extra rebate in addition to the SA 
Water H2OME Rainwater Tank & Plumbing rebate. 

o Successful participants will receive a bonus reimbursement of 50% up to a 
maximum of $500, of any rebate received through SA Water under the SA 
Water H2OME scheme for Rainwater Tanks & Plumbing. 

¥ Environment grants & awards 
o The City of West Torrens benefits greatly from the good work that schools, 

community groups, businesses and individuals do to protect and enhance the 
local natural environment. 

o To show their appreciation, each year on World Environment Day the City 
formally recognises these initiatives by presenting Environmental 
Awards and Environmental Grants to worthy recipients. 

 
 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 28 

City of Prospect  
 

¥ Prospect Energy Incentive Scheme 
o City of Prospect has introduced the Prospect Energy Efficiency Incentive 

Scheme offering a range of financial incentives to property owners and/or 
occupiers to install various climate friendly products. 

o The following one-off payments are available to all City of Prospect residents, 
property owners, businesses, clubs and institutions for the purchase and 
installation of the following climate friendly products: 

 $500 for a new photovoltaic solar power system that is connected to 
the mains-grid and has a minimum peak output of 450 watts. 

 $300 to replace existing gas or electric hot water heaters with a gas 
boosted solar hot water heater. 

 $150 to install ceiling insulation in dwellings built prior to 1 January 
2003 that have an R-value of 1.5 or less (see Terms and Conditions). 
Insulation installed through this scheme must achieve a total R-value 
of 3.5 or higher. 

 $100 payment for the purchase of 100% accredited GreenPower for a 
minimum period of 12 months. 

 $50 for a new in-home energy monitor to keep track of your electricity 
use. 

 
 
 
¥ Prospect Water Efficiency Incentive Scheme 

o The City of Prospect is currently offering a range of financial incentives to 
encourage property owners and/or occupiers to implement various water 
conservation measures which aim to reduce usage of mains water. 

o The following incentives are available to all City of Prospect residents, property 
owners, businesses, clubs and institutions for the purchase and installation of 
the following water conservation devices on properties in the Prospect Council 
area. 

 $300 for a new rainwater tank of 2,000 litres minimum capacity, 
connected to a roof area of at least 100m2 and plumbed into at least 
two internal fixtures (toilet, hot water service or washing machine). 

 $100 for a new rainwater tank of 1,000 litres minimum capacity, 
connected to a roof area of at least 50m2 and plumbed into at least 
one internal fixture (toilet, hot water service or washing machine). 

 $200 for the replacement of a single flush toilet cistern with a dual 
flush cistern. 

 100% of the purchase cost (up to $50 maximum) for the replacement 
of a conventional showerhead with a water efficient (3-star rated) 
shower head. Applicants must hand in the old showerhead in order to 
receive the showerhead incentive. 

¥ Worm Farm and Compost Bin Incentive Scheme  
o The City of Prospect will provide a financial incentive to residents who 

purchase a composting system or worm farm to encourage and recognize their 
efforts to reduce waste to landfill. 

 

City of Unley 

 
¥ Rainwater Tank Rebate Program 

o A rebate of $300 is now available for Unley residents, community groups and 
businesses who install a rainwater tank.  

o You may be eligible if you install: 
 A tank at least 4,000 litres in size 
 The tank was purchased or installed after December 16, 2008 

¥ Appliances Rebate  
o The City of Unley is offering the following rebates: 

 Up to $30 for a showerhead with a rating of 3 stars or more 
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 $150 for replacing a single flush toilet suite with a dual flush 
 $200 for the purchase of a washing machine with a rating of 4 stars or 

more 
¥ Home Audits Rebate 

o A $100 rebate for a home water audit plus the installation of up to 2 free 
water-efficient showerheads 

¥ Gardens Rebate 
o A $50 rebate is being offered to homeowners when they spend $150 or more 

on : 
 organic mulch or compost 
 soil wetting agents 
 tap timers 
 compost bins 
 soil moisture sensors or rain sensors 
 irrigation system controllers 
 drip watering system components, 
 Smart Approved WaterMark products designed to concentrate water at 

the root base for plants and trees. 
 

New Zealand Federal Government  

 
¥  Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart Program 

o The government has announced a new insulation and clean heating 
programme that will give more New Zealanders than ever before the 
opportunity to make their homes warmer, drier and more energy efficient. 

o The program started on 1 July 2009, and aims to retrofit more than 180,000 
New Zealand homes over the next four years.  

o Funding can be used to install: 
 Ceiling and underfloor insulation, up to a required standard (please 

note you need to get both ceiling and underfloor insulation done, if at 
all possible, to qualify for funding). 

 A clean, efficient heating device in the primary living space, if the 
primary living space does not already have a heating device that 
meets current standards. You are only eligible for funding for the 
installation of clean heating if your insulation first meets standards. 

 The following energy efficiency measures where necessary: a hot 
water cylinder wrap, pipe lagging, draught-stopping, and a ground 
moisture barrier 

¥ Solar Heating Hot Water grant 
o Residents who have installed a solar water heating system, may be eligible 

for ENERGYWISE™ funding of $1000. 
o There are two options for funding: 

 A grant of $1000 towards the cost of a system, or 
 A contribution of $1000 towards the cost of a loan to pay for a solar 

water heating system 
¥ Solar funding for public buildings 

o Solar water heating can deliver significant savings for government 
organisations that use a lot of hot water. Using solar water heating can also 
help organisations reduce fossil fuel use. 

o Central and local government organisations, including schools, can apply for: 
 Installation grants to reduce the up-front costs of installing solar water 

heating systems (up to 50% of the cost of residential installations, or 
$500 per square metre of panel for commercial installations, capped at 
$100,000) 

 Installation grants for unglazed solar water heating for swimming 
pools, up to 25% 

 Feasibility grants to support informed decisions about whether solar 
water heating is a cost-effective solution 

o In some instances, a larger grant may be available where greater benefits can 
be demonstrated, for example, tenanted dwellings, or to provide increased 
education and awareness of renewable energy in schools.  (This does not 
apply to swimming pools) 
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o Grants are available to government departments, territorial authorities, Crown 
entities, Crown-owned companies, district health boards, schools and 
universities. 

¥ Business Energy Efficiency Funds and Services  
o EECA business are offering businesses help with the initial investment of 

energy efficiency projects through grants and loans: 
 Grants for energy, design and fleet audits 
 Grants to install new or under-utlised technologies to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions 
 Grants to develop the wood-fuel industry 
 Grants supporting the use of solar water heating 
 Crown loans for energy efficiency 
 Funding for Distributed Generation feasibility studies. 

o EECA business is also providing the following free services and resources to 
businesses: 

 Diagnostic energy management tools such as Energy 
Achiever and Energy Challenger 

 A practical energy management toolkit that outlines many low-cost or 
no-cost energy efficiency measures 

 One-on-one support and advice for large businesses with energy bills 
greater than $500,000 per year 

 Getting the most out of your equipment, managing your vehicle 
fleet, and managing your premises for better energy efficiency 

 Case studies demonstrating how other companies have increased 
profitability through energy efficiency improvements 

 Getting staff on board with energy efficiency with our toolkit and free 
resources 

 Free 'switch off" posters and stickers. 
¥ Department of Conservation Community Conservation Fund 

o The Community Conservation Fund is a government initiative to fund 
community groups that are involved in restoration projects on public land. 
DOC has $4 million to allocate between 2008 and 2010 to help community 
groups that are involved in and leading restoration projects on public land.  

¥ MAF Sustainable Farming Fund 
o Up to $11.75 million a year is invested by MAF in farmer, grower and forester-

led projects that deliver economic, environmental and social benefits to New 
Zealand’s primary industries.  

o This includes $2.25 million specifically for projects that focus on climate 
change.  

¥ New Insulation and Clean Heating Program 
o The Government has launched a new $323.3 million insulation and clean 

heating program to run over the next four years, starting 1 July 2009. 
o Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart is a government initiative which will be 

delivered under the EECA's ENERGYWISE™ funding program.  
o The aims of the initiative will be achieved by providing grant funding for 

housing retrofits to service providers who install EECA-approved insulation, 
clean heat appliances and other energy efficiency measures. 

¥ Heat Pump Water Heating Grant  
o If you install a heat pump water heater by 30 November 2009 the New 

Zealand Government are offering $1,000 cash back.  
o Investing in a heat pump water heater also helps EECA improve its 

understanding of efficient water heating products 
¥ Audit Grant 

o If your business spends more than $100,000 per year on energy, you may be 
eligible for an energy or design audit grant of up to 50% of the cost of the 
audit (up to a maximum of $50,000 or 3% of annual spend, which ever is the 
lesser). 

o If your business has a vehicle fleet with more than 100 vehicles, you may be 
eligible for a fleet audit grant of up to 50% of the cost of the audit (up to a 
maximum of $10,000). 

¥ Wood Energy Grant 
o If your business wants to sell or burn wood as an energy source, you may be 

eligible for funding through the following grants: 
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 Business grants - up to 40% of the total project cost, to a maximum 
of  $200,000. The next funding round for business grants closes on the 
23rd October 2009. 

 Feasibility study grants - up to a maximum 75% of the study costs 
(capped at $50,000). These assist businesses to clearly define the 
project, costs and benefits.  

 

New Zealand Regional and Local Governments  

 

Auckland Regional Council  
 

¥ Auckland Regional Council Environmental Initiatives Fund (EIF) 
o Around $500,000 is available annually to support projects that support 

individuals and groups to improve and care for the Auckland region’s natural, 
cultural and physical environments.   

¥ Auckland Regional Council Coastal Enhancement Fund (CEF) 
o Around $300,000 is available annually to support groups and individuals 

whose projects will enhance, restore and protect Auckland's coastline.  
¥ Environmental and Heritage Funds  

o Sources of environmental funding available to community groups and 
individuals. 

¥ Sustainable Environment Awards 
o The ARC Sustainable Environment Awards celebrate those individuals, groups, 

schools and business in our community who care for our environment and 
heritage and who work towards a sustainable Auckland region. 

¥ Environmental Training and Education Programs 
o A range of training opportunities are offered by the Auckland Regional Council 

- from the latest industry training to community-based workshops.   
o None of the courses are run for profit and many are subsidized 
o The courses are as follows: 

 Community courses: 
 Riparian zone management workshop 

 A one-day workshop focusing on the practicalities of 
riparian management.  By effective planting of creek 
and river banks, some of the worst effects of erosion 
and sediment on water quality can be avoided. 

 Suitable for landowners, iwi, environmental groups, 
land and water care groups, land developers, 
consultants, landscape architects, contractors, 
planning and regulatory staff in local and regional 
councils.  

 Industry courses 
 Stream Ecological Value training (SEV) 

 A two day workshop providing practical guidance on 
the practices outlined in TP302: Stream Ecological 
Valuation: a method for scoring the ecological 
performance of Auckland streams and for quantifying 
mitigation. 

 Suitable for ecologists, consultants, contractors, 
landscape architects, monitoring and regulatory staff in 
local and regional councils.  

 Integrated Catchment Management Planning (ICMP) 
 A one-day practical workshop for those involved in 

developing ICMPs.  Make your management plans 
easier for users to action, and easier to monitor 
implementation and outcomes. 

 Suitable for engineers, asset managers, modellers, 
planners and related professionals  who may 
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commission, write, use and monitor the 
implementation and outcomes of ICMPs.   

 Stormwater management design (TP10) 
 A two day course offering guidance to those seeking 

resource consents requiring the design, construction 
and maintenance of stormwater treatment devices.  
The course covers an array of TP10 protocol. 

 Suitable for contractors, consultants, engineers, land 
developers, maintenance staff and stormwater staff in 
local and regional councils.  

 Minimising impacts: a low impact design approach to 
stormwater management 

 A low impact design approach to stormwater 
management- a two day practical, design-based 
workshop that focuses on low impact design options at 
individual site, subdivision and catchment levels. 

 Suitable for land developers, consultants, landscape 
architects, contractors, engineers, and planning and 
regulatory staff in local and regional councils.  

 Hydrologic Engineering Centre - Hydrological Modelling System 
(HEC-HMS) 

 A one day course providing an overview on the HEC-
HMS package, including an illustrated example and a 
workshop session to teach practical uses of the 
package in the region. 

 Suitable for consultants, engineers, local and regional 
council staff. (Hydrologic Engineering Centre - 
Hydrological Modelling System (HEC-HMS) 118.4 KB 
PDF) 

 Erosion and sediment control 1 - chemical treatment 
 A half day workshop giving practical information on the 

chemicals and chemical treatments available to 
manage sediment discharge. 

 Suitable for contractors, consultants, engineers, land 
developers, construction and maintenance staff, local 
and regional council staff. 

 Erosion and sediment control 2 - for plan implementers 
 A 1-day workshop that provides an overview of the 

reasons why we control erosion and sediment, and 
how to build, operate and maintain the measures we 
use to control erosion and sediment. Includes a visit to 
a working site. 

 Suitable for civil construction contractors. 
 Erosion and sediment control 3 - for plan preparers 

 A 2-day practical workshop covering how to estimate 
sediment yields, assess environmental effects and 
prepare erosion and sediment control plans.  Includes 
two site visits. 

 Suitable for consultants and civil engineers. 
 Erosion and sediment control 4 - integrated planning for the 

land development sector 
 A one-day workshop offering further training on 

preparing Assessments of Environmental Effects 
(AEEs) and detailed erosion and sediment control 
plans. 

 Suitable for consultants, engineers, land developers, 
local and regional council staff. 

¥ Weedbusters small-scale initiative fund  
o The Weedbusters small-scale initiative fund is supported by the ARC and the 

Department of Conservation (DoC).  
o Funding covers costs for tools, herbicides, mulcher hire, greenwaste disposal 

and promotional activities to get Weedbusters groups off the ground. 
¥ Sustainable Living Programme 
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o Sustainable Living is a community-based adult education programme, which is 
supported by Auckland Regional Council, amoungst other local City Councils 
and Environment Canterbury.  

o Sustainable Living offers courses to provide practical tips on how to live a 
more eco-friendly lifestyle.  

o Courses are usually run in the evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 at schools handy to 
where the people enrolled actually live.  

o Courses run for eight weeks and cover a different topic each week: 
 What is sustainability 
 Energy efficiency and clean heat 
 Reducing waste 
 Shopping wisely 
 Gardening with nature 
 Being water wise 
 Eco-building and renovation 
 Smart travel 

Auckland Local Governments  

Auckland City  
 
¥ Eco-design advice 

o This free service, offered to ratepayers and residents of Auckland city, 
provides independent advice and information on sustainable building practices, 
like how to choose environmentally friendlier products and services to improve 
the overall performance of your home. 

o The Eco design advisor will come to your home or building site and spend up 
to two hours viewing your property or plans with you. Alternatively, you can 
ring for a short consultation if you have specific queries on one or two aspects 
of your building design. 

¥ National Heritage Grant 
o The Auckland City Council Heritage Fund provides grants to fund ecological 

conservation projects on private land in the Hauraki Gulf Islands. A total of 
$50,000 is available in the 2009 funding round. 

o Potential conservation projects could include, but are not limited to, pest and 
weed control, revegetation and fencing. Projects can involve a variety of works 
or materials. A direct environmental gain should result from the project. 

¥ Composting and Smart gardening guides 
o Auckland City council are offering free 'How to' composting and 'Smart 

gardening' guides. 
o Auckland City Council is also providing free composting courses for people to 

learn how to compost, and in turn reduce the waste going to landfill. The 
courses run for three hours, and will include: 

 how to make compost  
 what to put in and what not 
 the pH factor, moisture, air and trouble shooting 
 worm composting, how to make a worm farm and all about worms 
 a video on worm farming and composting. 
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Manukau City Council  
 

¥ Sustainable Living Program  
o Manukau City Council is a partner in the Sustainable Living Programme. The 

programme has been developed across New Zealand and provides education 
and support to help residents live more sustainably. 

o Courses available include: 
 Eco-gardening 
 Water 
 Energy 
 Waste 
 Shopping 
 Sustainable building 
 Building materials 
 Composting 
 Water-use 
 Recycling 
 Transport. 

¥ Create Your Own Eden Programme 
o Manukau City Council is providing free courses to encourage householders to 

put organic waste to work in the garden through composting, worm farms or 
bokashi.  

¥ Housing for the elderly refurbishment 
o The six year refurbishment program for council's housing for the elderly units 

is also including a number of sustainability features: 
 Installation of ceiling insulation 
 Low energy light bulbs 
 Water efficient shower heads 
 Insulated hot water cylinders 

o This program will provide residents with a reduction in their energy bills, as 
well as increasing the warmth of their homes which will help them stay 
healthy. 

¥ Snug homes programme 
o Council contributes $25,000 annually to the Regional Snug Homes project to 

help fund insulation in low income households. 
o The project helps to make homes drier by: 

 Installing insulation in the ceiling and floors to reduce heat loss 
 Draught-proofing doors 
 Providing low flow shower heads 
 Providing insulating wraps for hot water cylinders. 

 
 

Franklin District Council 
 

¥ Create Your Own Eden Programme 
o As part of the Create Your Own Eden program, Waitakere City Council offers a 

number of free workshops explaining each of the composting methods for 
beginners and top tips for those who may already be composting but would 
like to learn more. 
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North Shore City Council 
 

¥ Sustainable Living Program  
o North Shore City Council is a partner in the Sustainable Living Programme. 

The programme has been developed across New Zealand and provides 
education and support to help residents live more sustainably. 

o Courses available include: 
 Eco-gardening 
 Water 
 Energy 
 Waste 
 Shopping 
 Sustainable building 
 Building materials 
 Composting 
 Water-use 
 Recycling 
 Transport. 

¥ Working With Businesses 
o North Shore City Council staff help local businesses meet their legal 

obligations, and take proactive approaches through policies and practices that 
promote a clean, green North Shore. The Council provides specialised advice in 
the areas of resource use, pollution prevention, travel and trade waste: 

 Resource efficiency Resource efficiency in a business can reduce 
environmental impacts while improving its bottom line, competitive 
edge and reputation. 

 Sustainable Travel Positive travel choices to and from work can benefit 
business through health, environmental and financial rewards. We 
support businesses to develop travel plans which support staff to 
commute by cycling, carpooling, walking or public transport. 

 Pollution Prevention Business owners and contractors are responsible 
for preventing pollution, yet half of our pollution incidents are due to 
business spills and inappropriate site operations. We are able to advise 
businesses of simple changes appropriate to them that will help 
prevent pollution. 

 Trade Waste Trade waste is liquid waste that comes from commercial 
and industrial premises like takeaway bars and restaurants, car 
washes, hospitals, dentists and manufacturers.  Businesses should be 
aware of the Trade Waste Bylaw which outlines the way trade waste is 
managed. 

¥ Working with residents 
o The North Shore City Council facilitates environmental education by providing 

information, tools and support so people can make choices that have less of a 
negative impact on the planet. 

o The Council have a number of hands-on environmental programmes available 
for individuals, community groups, businesses and schools to participate in, 
including: 

 Offer free composting courses. 
 Offer free support for qualifying streamside residents (including a 

garden consultation from an expert, plant and weed advice and free 
native plants). 

 Support our local Environment Centre. 
 Support community initiatives, like Sustainable Paremoremo. 
 Showcase great ideas at the North Shore Home and Garden Show. 
 Support residents to volunteer. 

 
¥ Community Planting Days 

o The North Shore City Council organizes volunteer community planting days, 
which involves planting natives to help fight weeds, minimise erosion, and 
provide habitat and food for native birds and other wildlife. 

o Planting days are great family events and a fantastic opportunity to meet 
other people in your community and make a lasting difference. 
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o All North Shore City Council planting days are followed by a sausage sizzle and 
refreshment. 

¥ Eco Design Advisor  
o This free service provides independent impartial advice and information on 

sustainable, intelligent and sensible residential building practices.  
This great service is offered to you, your family and friends: all KCDC residents 
who are home owners, families renting, community groups, designers/ 
architects and trades-people. 

o The service offers impartial, factual and practical advice on: 
 creating a warmer drier healthier home 
 reducing your home energy bills 
 increasing insulation 
 home design and layout 
 site selection 
 orientation 
 passive heating and cooling 
 reducing energy usage 
 improving indoor air quality 
 efficient water usage 
 best material selection 
 minimizing waste 
 upgrading your existing home 

¥ Create Your Own Eden Program 
o As part of the Create Your Own Eden programme, Waitakere City Council 

offers a number of free workshops explaining each of the composting methods 
for beginners and top tips for those who may already be composting but would 
like to learn more. 

 
 

Papakura District Council 
 
 

¥ Composting/Worm Farming Demonstrations  
o Several times throughout the year, Papakura District Council are holding free 

composting/worm farming demonstrations.  
¥ Create Your Own Eden Program 

o As part of the Create Your Own Eden program, Waitakere City Council offers a 
number of free workshops explaining each of the composting methods for 
beginners and top tips for those who may already be composting but would 
like to learn more. 

¥ Snug homes program 
o Council contributes $25,000 annually to the Regional Snug Homes project to 

help fund insulation in low income households. 
o The project helps to make homes drier by: 

 Installing insulation in the ceiling and floors to reduce heat loss 
 Draught-proofing doors 
 Providing low flow shower heads 
 Providing insulating wraps for hot water cylinders. 

 
Rodney District Council 
 

¥ Anti-liter Campaign 
o Rodney District Council is a member of Keep New Zealand Beautiful and part 

of the regional ‘Be a Tidy Kiwi’ campaign that aims to address the problem of 
litter in the Auckland region.  

o Every year the Council looks for volunteers to help wage war on the litter 
problem by participating in clean-up events across the district.  

¥ Rodney District Council Natural Heritage Fund 
o The purpose of the Natural Heritage Fund is to assist and actively encourage 

the Rodney District community to manage, protect and enhance biodiversity, 
indigenous vegetation and wildlife habitats. Community initiatives are 
expected to have clear and enduring environmental benefits. 



Compiled by Green Business Certification Company- www.GreenBizCheck.com 37 

o Applications for less than $2,000 will be evaluated throughout the year under 
delegated authority. Applications for more than $2,000 will be reported to the 
Rodney District Council Community and Environment Committee for decision in 
June and December of each year.  

¥ Rodney District Council Environmental Education Fund 
o The purpose of the Environmental Education Fund is to assist community 

groups and schools actively participate in environmental projects and 
sustainable initiatives which have an educational focus and do not fit the 
criteria for the Natural Heritage Fund.  

o Examples of projects that have been funded in the past include the provision 
of materials for installing a worm farm in a school, supporting planting projects 
and sustainable living workshops. 

o The value of grants awarded is usually between $100 and $1,000 and 
applications must be received before June 15 2010.  

¥ Create Your Own Eden Programme 
o As part of the Create Your Own Eden program, Waitakere City Council offers a 

number of free workshops explaining each of the composting methods for 
beginners and top tips for those who may already be composting but would 
like to learn more.  

¥ Rainwater Tank Rebate Scheme 
o The rebate is for $500 against the cost of the tank, and up to a maximum of 

$500 for associated consent costs (a total maximum of $1,000). 
 

 
Waitakere City Council 
 

¥ Sustainable Living Courses 
o Waitakere City Council runs a series of workshops annually on Sustainable 

Living based on the national Sustainable Households Program. These courses 
are for those seeking answers to how they can decrease their footprint on the 
environment. 

¥ Sustainable Living Programme 
o Sustainable Living is a community-based adult education programme, which is 

supported by Waitakere City Council, amongst other local City Councils and 
Environment Canterbury.  

o Sustainable Living offers courses to provide practical tips on how to live a 
more eco-friendly lifestyle.  

o Courses are usually run in the evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 at schools handy to 
where the people enrolled actually live.  

o Courses run for eight weeks and cover a different topic each week: 
 What is sustainability 
 Energy efficiency and clean heat 
 Reducing waste 
 Shopping wisely 
 Gardening with nature 
 Being water wise 
 Eco-building and renovation 
 Smart travel 

¥ Council Raintank Rebates 
o Waitakere City Council's EcoWater division will waive the building consent fee 

required to plumb your tank into your house system and will also give you a 
cash rebate on the purchase of your tank (conditions apply). 

o Rebates are as follows:  
 $500 rebate on the purchase of a 4500 litres and larger water tank 

(Maximum of 50 rebates per year)  
 $300 rebate on the purchase of a 3000 litres and larger water tank 

(Maximum of 30 rebates per year)  
 $200 rebate on the purchase of a 2000 litres and larger water tank 

(Maximum of 20 rebates per year)  
¥ Leak Detection Valve 
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o A leak detection valve is available for homeowners and plumbers. The usual 
retail price is $290 + GST. However, the first 50 units have a heavily 
discounted price of $185 inc GST.  

¥ Eco Design Advisor  
o This free service provides independent impartial advice and information on 

sustainable, intelligent and sensible residential building practices.  
This great service is offered to you, your family and friends: all KCDC residents 
who are home owners, families renting, community groups, designers/ 
architects and trades-people. 

o The service offers impartial, factual and practical advice on: 
 creating a warmer drier healthier home 
 reducing your home energy bills 
 increasing insulation 
 home design and layout 
 site selection 
 orientation 
 passive heating and cooling 
 reducing energy usage 
 improving indoor air quality 
 efficient water usage 
 best material selection 
 minimising waste 
 upgrading your existing home 

 
 

Greater Wellington Regional Council 
 

¥ Take Care 
o Take Care is Greater Wellington's community environmental program.  
o Through Take Care, the council makes financial support and specialist 

assistance available to community groups that want to look after their local 
environment. 

o There are opportunities for individuals, groups and businesses to work on 
environmental projects that contribute to the health and restoration of our 
region's most threatened ecosystems, including the following: 

 rivers and streams 
 wetlands and lakes 
 estuaries 
 dunes 
 coastal escarpments. 

¥ Environmental Awards 
o The GW Environmental Awards are four awards that recognize the community 

groups, schools and businesses working in partnership with Greater Willington 
Regional Council to enhance the environment and build a more sustainable 
region. 

o Environmental Awards are as follows: 
 The Community Environmental Leadership Award is a new award in 

2009 and recognizes the contribution of a community member who 
has been working with Greater Wellington to improve the 
environmental health of their community and the wider Wellington 
region. 

 The Nikau Compliance Award will acknowledge how consent holders 
can have a huge impact on our environment and some develop 
incredibly innovative and inspiring solutions to reduce the impact of 
their activities on the environment. This award will recognize a consent 
holder for going above and beyond the conditions of their consent to 
minimize its environmental effects as well as managing any associated 
environmental impacts that are not specifically covered by the 
consent.   

 The Environmental Protection Award is another new award for 2009 
and acknowledges small and medium sized businesses working with us 
to prevent pollution and improve environmental management. 
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 The Business Environmental Leadership Award recognizes businesses 
working with Greater Wellington to improve their environmental 
performance and reduce their carbon emissions. 

 The Green Business Award acknowledges businesses that have 
recently started working with the Council (less than one year) but that 
are nevertheless making significant improvements in their 
sustainability 

 Two of the awards target schools with the Meridian 
Environmental School Leadership Award and the Meridian School 
Sustainable Project Award.  The first will recognize one key person’s 
leadership on a school-wide environmental project.  The second will go 
to a school that is working with the council on one of their programs 
such as Take Action, or Trees for Survival, or on a project in our 
regional parks or with a community group.  

 Rata Community Partnership Award recognizes the work of community 
groups working in partnership with the Council. 

¥ Sustainable Living Programme 
o Sustainable Living is a community-based adult education programme, which is 

supported by Greater Wellington Regional Council, amongst other local City 
Councils and Environment Canterbury.  

o Sustainable Living offers courses to provide practical tips on how to live a 
more eco-friendly lifestyle.  

o Courses are usually run in the evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 at schools handy to 
where the people enrolled actually live.  

o Courses run for eight weeks and cover a different topic each week: 
 What is sustainability 
 Energy efficiency and clean heat 
 Reducing waste 
 Shopping wisely 
 Gardening with nature 
 Being water wise 
 Eco-building and renovation 
 Smart travel 

¥ eMission 
o Subsidised by leading Government agencies and facilitated by highly 

experienced advisors, eMission is a one-year programme which helps 
businesses reduce their carbon footprint and achieve nationally-recognised 
environmental accreditation  

o eMission is sponsored by the Ministry of Economic Development and the 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority. It is supported by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, Hutt City Council, Porirua City Council and 
Wellington City Council 

¥ Take Charge 
o Take Charge is Greater Wellington's business Pollution Prevention Program to 

improve on site environmental management. The program educates people 
about pollution prevention, targeting industry sectors and geographic areas to 
assist with compliance and cleaner production methods. 

o A Take Charge audit assesses an organisation’s facilities, activities and 
management procedures, following which owners/operators are provided with 
a report which includes recommendations on how they can improve 
environmental performance and their compliance status with the Resource 
Management Act 1991 and Regional Plans. 
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Wellington Local Governments  

 

Hutt City Council 
 

¥ eMission 
o Subsidised by leading Government agencies and facilitated by highly 

experienced advisors, eMission is a one-year programme which helps 
businesses reduce their carbon footprint and achieve nationally-recognised 
environmental accreditation  

o eMission is sponsored by the Ministry of Economic Development and the 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority. It is supported by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, Hutt City Council, Porirua City Council and 
Wellington City Council 

¥ Sustainable Living Programme 
o Sustainable Living is a community-based adult education programme, which is 

supported by Hutt City Council, amongst other local City Councils and 
Environment Canterbury.  

o Sustainable Living offers courses to provide practical tips on how to live a 
more eco-friendly lifestyle.  

o Courses are usually run in the evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 at schools handy to 
where the people enrolled actually live.  

o Courses run for eight weeks and cover a different topic each week: 
 What is sustainability 
 Energy efficiency and clean heat 
 Reducing waste 
 Shopping wisely 
 Gardening with nature 
 Being water wise 
 Eco-building and renovation 
 Smart travel 

 

Kapiti Coast District Council 
 

¥ Eco Design Advisor  
o This free service provides independent impartial advice and information on 

sustainable, intelligent and sensible residential building practices.  
This great service is offered to you, your family and friends: all KCDC residents 
who are home owners, families renting, community groups, designers/ 
architects and trades-people. 

o The service offers impartial, factual and practical advice on: 
 creating a warmer drier healthier home 
 reducing your home energy bills 
 increasing insulation 
 home design and layout 
 site selection 
 orientation 
 passive heating and cooling 
 reducing energy usage 
 improving indoor air quality 
 efficient water usage 
 best material selection 
 minimising waste 
 upgrading your existing home 

¥ The Sustainability Trust  
o The Sustainability Trust is a Wellington-based not for profit organisation set up 

to promote energy efficiency and conservation issues.  
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o The Sustainability Trust has received funding from The Ministry for the 
Environment and Wellington City Council to set up a 0800 helpline for people 
in the Wellington region, including the Kapiti Coast up to Waikanae. 

o This is a service for people in existing households wanting to save money on 
their power bills, or wanting advice on insulation and heating options or 
basically anything to do with their energy usage within the home. 

¥ Sustainable Living Programme 
o Sustainable Living is a community-based adult education programme, which is 

supported by Kapiti Coast District Council, amongst other local City Councils 
and Environment Canterbury.  

o Sustainable Living offers courses to provide practical tips on how to live a 
more eco-friendly lifestyle.  

o Courses are usually run in the evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 at schools handy to 
where the people enrolled actually live.  

o Courses run for eight weeks and cover a different topic each week: 
 What is sustainability 
 Energy efficiency and clean heat 
 Reducing waste 
 Shopping wisely 
 Gardening with nature 
 Being water wise 
 Eco-building and renovation 
 Smart travel 

¥ The Green Plumber programme  
o The Green Plumber programme is a Council service for residents who want to 

improve the water conservation in their house and garden, which runs from 
November to February. 

o The Green Plumbers offer advice and education on: 
 reactivating old water tanks 
 making savings by improving your house plumbing 
 fixing household leaks. 

 
¥ Green Gardener Scheme  

o The Green Gardener is a Council service to provide homeowners or 
tenants with advice about good gardening practices; for adapting gardens to 
local conditions, growing your own food and using water efficiently while 
creating stunning gardens. 

o The Green Gardener will visit you and can cover a wide range of topics such 
as:  

 your micro–climate, its challenges and opportunities 
 great plants suited to where you live 
 how to make the most of the water available 
 how you can grow food for you and your family 
 organic pest and weed management 
 the art of compost and keeping soil healthy  

¥ The Heritage Fund 
o The Council's Heritage Strategy assists private landowners protect and 

manage the ecologically precious parts of their property, such as native bush 
and wetland. 

¥ Formal voluntary protection of biodiversity on private land  
o You can apply for help and funding for the formal voluntary protection of 

native bush, wetlands or other habitats on private or Maori land from three 
contestable funds: 

 Queen Elizabeth II Trust – to protect ‘open space’ and indigenous 
habitat on private land. 

 Nga Whenua Rahui – to help tangata whenua to protect Maori land and 
the full range of ecosystems found in New Zealand. 

 Nature Heritage Fund – to protect the full range of ecosystems found 
in New Zealand. 

 Condition and Advice Funds - to enhance management of indigenous 
biodiversity outside public conservation lands (e.g. private land or 
Maori land). 
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Wellington City Council 
 

¥ eMission 
o Subsidised by leading Government agencies and facilitated by highly 

experienced advisors, eMission is a one-year programme which helps 
businesses reduce their carbon footprint and achieve nationally-recognised 
environmental accreditation  

o eMission is sponsored by the Ministry of Economic Development and the 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority. It is supported by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, Hutt City Council, Porirua City Council and 
Wellington City Council 

¥ The Sustainable Energy Grant  
o The Sustainable Energy Grant provides incentives to homeowners that install 

sustainable energy technologies in their new homes or retrofits. 
o There is $30,000 per annum available for grants in 2008/09, 2009/10 and 

2010/11. 
o Building consent customers installing the following types of technologies to 

new and retrofitted homes are eligible for a $300 Council grant: 
 solar water heating system 
 wood pellet stoves or low emission wood-burners with hot-water "wet-

backs" 
 hot water heat pump systems 
 solar photo-voltaic (PV) systems 
 micro wind turbine systems 
 micro hydro systems. 

¥ Eco Design Advisor  
o This free service provides independent impartial advice and information on 

sustainable, intelligent and sensible residential building practices.  
This great service is offered to you, your family and friends: all KCDC residents 
who are home owners, families renting, community groups, designers/ 
architects and trades-people. 

o The service offers impartial, factual and practical advice on: 
 creating a warmer drier healthier home 
 reducing your home energy bills 
 increasing insulation 
 home design and layout 
 site selection 
 orientation 
 passive heating and cooling 
 reducing energy usage 
 improving indoor air quality 
 efficient water usage 
 best material selection 
 minimising waste 
 upgrading your existing home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Melissa Parrish, Environmental Officer, GreenBizCheck 


